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[ Abstract] Objective  To investigate the technical safety and clinical efficacy of retroperitoneoscopic nephrectomy for
tuberculous nonfunctional kidneys. Methods  We retrospectively analyzed 48 cases of retroperitoneoscopic nephrectomy for
tuberculous nonfuctional kidneys during the period from June 2013 to June 2019. All the patients were diagnosed as tuberculous
nonfunctional kidneys before operation, and the contralateral renal function was normal. In the operation, the diseased kidneys were
dissected outside the renal capsule in 20 cases in the early period, while oustide the perirenal fat in 28 cases in the later period. The
renal pedicle was carefully dissociated and the renal artery and vein were dissected and cut off. All the ureters were free and cut off
near iliac vessels. Results All the 48 operations were successfully performed, and none of cases experienced conversion to open
surgery. Peritoneum injury was found in 5 cases, the renal capsule injury in 3 cases, and the cheese-like pus extravasation induced by
the injury of the renal capsule in 2 cases. The operating time was 150 =260 min (mean, 170 min). The blood loss volume was 50 -
300 ml (mean, 150 ml). The postoperative hospital stay was 8 — 14 days ( mean, 9.5 days). Incision infection was found in
2 patients. All the patients were treated with anti-tuberculosis drugs postoperatively and followed up for 9 — 18 months ( mean,
12 months). No symptoms of discomfort were found, and the renal functions were normal.  Conclusion Retroperitoneoscopic
nephrectomy for tuberculous nonfunctional kidneys is a safe, reliable and effective procedure.
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