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[ Abstract]

endoscopic axillary lymph node dissection ( EALND ) for patients with breast cancer.

Objective  To evaluate the feasibility and significance of preserving intercostobrachial nerve (ICBN) during

Methods

endoscopic axillary lymph node dissection was performed on 89 patients with stage [ or Il breast cancer from October 2006 to

Preservation of ICBN during

December 2008. ICBN was preserved completely in 68 cases, and completely or partly dissected in the other 21 cases. The skin
sensation at the medial upper arm and axilla, and operation time of the preservation and non-preservation groups were compared.
Results Nine patients from the preservation group and 15 patients from the non-preservation group had abnormal sensation at the
medial upper arm and axilla skin (13.2% vs. 71.4% , /\/2 =27.859, P=0.000). The operation time for EALND was (93.1 +£31.2)
min in the preservation group, which was not significantly different from that in the non-preservation group [ (87.5 +25.6) min,t =
0.751, P =0.455]. The 89 patients were followed up for 27 to 45 months with a mean of 36 months, during which no recurrent tumor
or incisional metastasis occurred. ~ Conclusions ELAND with the ICBN preserved is feasible for patients with [ or Il breast cancer.
It can decrease the rate of abnormal skin sensation after the procedure and improve life quality of the patients.
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