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[ Abstract]
conventional axillary lymph node dissection ( CALND ).

Objective To compare the advantage and limits of mastoscopic axillary lymph node dissection ( MALND) and
Methods Retrospectively analyzed the clinical data of 98 patients with
breast cancer, who underwent MALND (48 cases) or CALND (50 cases) from December 2008 to June 2010. We compared operation
time, intraoperative blood loss, number of dissected axillary lymph node, hospital stay, total hospital cost, and the rate of postoperative
complication between the two groups.  Results The MALND group showed significantly longer operation time, higher hospital cost
but less intraoperative blood loss than the CALND group [ (222.8 £19.4) min vs (140.1 £13.9) min, ¢t =24.333,P =0.000;
(18587.9 +2055.8) RMB vs (14203.8 +1396.5) RMB, ¢=12.393, P =0.000; (36.5 +8.5) ml vs (58.9 +7.0)ml, ¢ =
-14.265, P =0.000]. No significant difference was noticed between the two groups in the dissected lymph nodes [16.7 £2.6 vs
15.9£4.8; t =1.035, P =0.303]. No recurrence nor distant metastasis were found during follow-up in the two groups.
Conclusions MALND has advantages of mini-invasion, few complications and no scar left. It is deserved to be applied in clinical
practice. However, being lack of sense of tactility and flexibility, the mastoscopic axillary lymph node dissection has a longer operation
time and more cost. The surgical technique is to be further improved.
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